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that no more of them be printed or exposed for sale
but you are to seize as many as you shall meet with
and bring them to one of the Secretaries of State."

Evelyn explains this in an entry in his Journal,
dated August igth, 1674.

"His Majesty told me how exceedingly the Dutch
were displeased at my treatise of the History of
Commerce; that the Holland Ambassador had com-
plained to him of what I had touched of the Flags
and Fishery, etc., and desired the book might be
called in; whilst on the other side, he assured me
he was exceedingly pleased with what I had done,
and gave me many thanks. However it being just
upon conclusion of the Treaty of Breda (indeed it was
designed to have been published some months before
and when we were at defiance), His Majesty told me
he must recall it formally; but gave order that what
copies should be publicly seized to pacify the
Ambassador, should immediately be restored to
the printer and that neither he nor the vendor
should be molested. The truth is, that which
touched the Hollander was much less than what the
King himself furnished me with and obliged me to
publish, having caused it to be read to him before it
went to the press; but the error was, it should have
been published before the peace was proclaimed.
The noise of this book's suppression made it pre-
sently be bought up, and turned much to the
stationer's advantage.* It was no other than the
preface prepared to be prefixed to my history of the
whole War; which I now pursued no further.3*

*Benjamin Tooke the bookseller did good business by selling it freely
sub rosa.
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